Name of the project: Together in Vevcani

Venue:  Macedonia (Struga)

Type: 1.1 Youth exchange

Duration: 9 days (7-15 January 2009)

Short description: This youth exchange will bring together young people
from EU and SEE countries that will work together on creating masks for
one carnival that will happen at the end of the exchange. While working
on the masks, they will explore issues like European identity,
intercultural differences and stereotypes, and we will facilitate
intercultural dialogue through working together on the joint masks. The
participants will take part in the carnival as a culmination of the
youth exchange.

Summary of the project

The Carnival of Vevcani has a tradition of more than 1.400 years and is an interesting mix of paganism and modernism. It is held annually on 13 and 14 January (on the eve of the last day of the old and the first day of the New Year, according to the orthodox calendar). The main characteristics of the carnival are: archaism, secretiveness and improvisation. According to its specific features, it differs from all other carnivals in the world, because it’s a massive event and literally everyone from the village takes part. The main characteristics of the carnival are the archaic rituals, the mysterious masks and the art of improvisation  

This youth exchange will be a great opportunity for the participants to get a glance of the old Macedonian traditions, and experience intercultural learning on a very fun and interactive way- through participation on the carnival. The participants from various countries will have the task to create a mask that they will wear on the carnival, and the entire group will have the task to think of and create both national and group masks. The participants will also work on a photo exhibition that they will prepare during the event. The exhibition will represent the highlights of the carnival and the process of creating the masks. 
Contact: bounlu@gmail.com
